
AIAbout Town
 
A cheap cure for the doldrums 
may be closer than you think 

F FEBRUARY finds your 
family housebound, and 
your kids know every line 

in their animated videos by 
heart, try some hometown 
fun. Most communities offer 
programs and events, like 
those listed below, that will 
appeal to the athlete, scholar, 
or socialite in your family. And 
best of all, most local finds are 
downright affordable. Look 
for listings in the newspaper 
or contact your chamber of 
commerce to find out what's 
happening near you. 
School Spol'ting Events 

If you haven't seen a high 
school basketball game since 

you were in 
- school, 

check out 
one of the 
most excit­
ing shows 
in town. 

The 
close-up 

view of the players and pep 
squad is far more riveting than 
a television broadcast. Plus, 
the concession stand usually 
boasts bargains your local 
movie theater could never 
compete with. 

The Fal'na 

For kids, it's hard to top the 
opportunity to meet and 
perhaps pet a bunch of ani­
mals. State universities often 
have agricultural divisions 
with livestock farms that are 
open to the public. For 
visiting hours, call 
the university's 
animal sciences 
department. 
For help locat­
ing a nearby, 
privately owned 
farm that offers 
pu blic tours, phone 

your County Extension 
Service. 

Conan",.nity Theatel' 

Steep ticket prices for profes­
sional productions needn't 
stop your family from experi­
encing the excitement of live 
theater. Community troupes, 
as well as aspiring high school 
and elementary school 
student actors, can de­
liver entertaining per­
formances, particularly 
if they include a few 
musical numbers. 

The .Illl'pol't 
Any child who has 
flown a paper airplane 
or glued together a 
model glider will be 
mesmerized by the sight of the 
real things taking off and 
landing at the nearest airport. 
Bring a pair of binoculars and 
plan to arrive at peak times 
(generally 7 to 8 A.M., 10 to 
11 A.M., and 7 to 8 P.M.). 

Church and 
Co_unity 

Suppers 

Besides dishing out 
the abundance and 

variety of home-style 
cooking (without a big 

restaurant bill), church­
hosted suppers offer a 

~ 

chance to socialize with other 
families in your community. 
Likewise, sports booster clubs 
and other youth organizations 
are famous for their fund­
raising spaghetti or potluck 
dinners, which let you support 
a worthy cause and enjoy a 
hearty meal. 

TheFize 
Deparil'l'lent 

Watch your child the 
next time a fire truck 
races by, and you'll 
know why a trip to the 
fire station can be such 
a hit. The thrill of an 
up-close look at a 

hook-and-ladder 
truck or the depart­

ment Dalmatian may only be 
surpassed by a chance to slide 
down the exit pole in the 
firehouse. Contact your 
local fire department 
to ask about sched­
uling a visit. 

Flea Mal'kets
 
and
 

Swap Meets 

Remember how 
exciting it was to 
trade the coins in 
your pocket for a 
well-thought-out 
purchase at your 

downtown five-and-dime 
store? While you can't get 
much for a nickel or dime 
these days, at an indoor flea 
market or swap meet your 
children can trade their 
allowance for bargain-price 
treasures, such as a board 
game, a bagful of marbles, or 
a few new sports cards for 
their collection. 

POU'ks 

Nature hikes, bird walks, 
astronomy classes, and fishing 
safety courses are some of the 
programs available through 
metropolitan and state parks. 
Phone individual parks for 
specifics and add your name 
to their mailing lists of events 
while you're at it. 

The LibrOU'v 

You can find more than just 
reference books and novels 

at your local library. 
Many have free 
music-listening 
stations, video 
equipment and 
collections, as well 
as a variety of games 
and puzzles. Some 
even sponsor craft 
workshops, story­
telling sessions, and 

concerts. 
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