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thwart the destruction of green space." 
says Boyle. at a time when he says Medina 
County farmland is vanishing at a rate of 
20 to 40 dcres a week. 

A few years before retiring from 
Smucker in r993. Boyle was sent to 
England. He and Pat ended up staying an 
entire decade. This is where they learned 
to appreciate historical barns. "There you 
can find timber-frame barns that date 
back to 1200.- Boyle says. 

Although the Boyles purchased their 
first barn in 1975. the other two were 
acquired in 1996 dnd 1999. respectively. 
Their first. the Big Prairie barn. is on 
Ohio 514. just four miles south of Shreve 
near the border of Holmes an Wayne 
counties. The Homerville barn is 
between Elyria and 1-71 on Greenwich 
Road (Ohio 224). just east of Homerville. 
and the third is in Ashland County about 
one mile west of Widowville on 
Vermilion Township Road 2156. The lat­
ter barn. a fore bay, Pennsylvania Dutch­
style barn built be-tween 1830 and 1840. 
is part of a complete historical home­
stead. including a beautifully preserved 
farmhouse. slaughterhouse and smoke­
house. Their grown daughter. Kdte. lives 
in the farmhouse. and the Boyles spend 
much of their time there. as well. (Son Bill 
lives in Houston,) 

The Homerville barn is a white. timber­
frame bank barn bUilt in the 1920s for usc 
as a dairy barn. It has unusual octagonal­
shaped basement posts. The Big Prairie 
barn. also bUilt during the 1920s. was con­
structed as a feeding barn. The Ashland 
barn was bUilt by German immigrants. 

Boyle has contacted area barn experts. 
such as Charles Whitney of Mount Ver­
non. for adVice on barn maintenance. 
which ranges from painting to replacing 
roofing and Siding. and reinforcing foun­
dations. "A lot of people arc kind of hypno­
tized by these barns'-' explains Whitney. 
who counseled more than 50 barn owners 
this past year. with another 50 or more on 
his list for thiS year. "It gets sentimental 
and emotional. People like the size and 
immensity, the flavor and odor. h takes 
them back to their childhood.­

Such is the case with the Boyles. Boyle. 
who was raised in upstate New York. had 
relatives who were dairy farmers. which 
may have prompted him to attend and 
graduate from the Cornell University 
School of Agriculture With a degree in 
agricultural economics. His wife had simi­
lar early exposure as a youth. 

In spite of their personal interests. the 
Boyles are aware of the financially chal­
lenging task that confronts them. While 
the restoration of the Medina Square 
bUildings made sense as they continue to 

be functional and proVide an acceptable 

The Homerville barn features herringbo~ 

bracing on the interior, a rare feature. 

means of investment. the barns pose a 
dilemma. 

How much money do you put in them? 
Boyle says it's difficult to put a dollar 

figure on what the couple has sunk into 
the barns. but he emphasiles the project 
is an ongOing one_ "They are huge struc­
tures that reqUire constant maintenance 
with little or no economical return:' notes 
Boyle. "They are baSically architectural 
adornments." 

But that doesn't mean Boyle isn't 
receptive to adaptive uses. The only thing 
stopping him at the, moment is energy ­
or a lack of. 

"The opportunity could be there if 
somebody could connect people like me 
with young entrepreneurs who have a 
vision'-' he explains. adding that there 
have been some brilliant conversions 01 
barns into restaurants and shops. In 1~1Ct. 

he adds. "We would love to be able to cre 
atively adapt these barns. If somebody 
came up with a brilliant notion about how 
to use them economically. we would cer­
tainly have an open ear." 

For now. the Boyles are content to 
enjoy their barns for what they arc. 

'These structures are a fabric or our 
society'-' Boyle says. "They really tell us a 
lot about our society and who lived where 
and when." • 

Columbus writer Lori B. Murray still re­
members playing in her neighbors barn 
on SOM Center Road in Solon as J child. 
She can be reached through magmail@; 
plaind.com. 
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