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breathtaking parks and preserves. 
The Nettle Lake Indian Mounds are 

located in Williams County in the far 
northwest corner of the state, bordering 
Michigan and Indiana. These Hopewell 
Indian mounds are from 1 to 3 feet high 
and 18 to 30 feet in diameter. Nettle 
Lake is a 15.000-year-old natural inland 
lake, and the mounds are listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places. 
One mile from the Nettle Lake boat ac­
cess, Montpelier, 419/485-8200. 

Travel southeast to the historic town 
of Defiance. Wall< the same grounds 
where Native Americans once hunted, 
and enjoy the beautiful view at the 
confluence of the Maumee, Tiffin and 

Auglaize Rivers. Then, spend some time 
at Fort Defiance and nearby Auglaize 
Village. 419/782-7946. 

The next stop is the American Civil 
War Museum of Ohio in Bowling Green. 
Visitors can tryon reproduction cloth­
ing, learn about the daily lives of Civil 
War soldiers and watch a video about 
Ohio's role in the Civil War. Kids es­
pecially love the 4-by-8-foot diorama. 
The museum also features exhibits on 
prisoner-of-war camps in Ohio. 123 E. 
Court St., Bowling Green, 419/352-0209. 

www.acwmo.org.Tues.• Thur.&Fri.11 
a.m.-5 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sun. 
12-4 p.m. Admission $5, seniors $4, stu­
dents $2·50, families $13. 

Return to the banks of the Maumee 
River and the town of Waterville, home 
to the Toledo, Lake Erie & Western Railway 
& Museum. Board the Bluebird passen­
ger train for a Is-mile, 9o-minute tour 

AS YE. 
Maumee Bay State Park 
LEFT: 
Blair Museum of Lithophanes 
OPPO~ 

Belle of St. Marys canal boat 

through the countryside. After the 
train ride, get an up-close look at 
the museum's four locomotives, 
cabooses, tank cars. hopper car 
and sleeper. 49 North Sixth St.. 
Waterville, 866/63-TRAIN. www. 
tlew.org. Wed. &Thur. 10:30 a.m., 
noon & 1:30 p.m. June-Aug.; Sat. 
&Sun. 1, 2:30 &4 p.m. year-round. 

Admission $11. seniors $10, children 
(3-12) $7.50, under 3 free. 

Head north into Toledo to see the >. 

only museum in the world devoted £ 
to the 19th-century art form known as t 
lithophanes. The Blair Museum ofLitho- ~ 
phanes, located at the Toledo Botanical ~ 

•Garden. boasts more than 2.300 ofthese ~ 

delicate porcelain pictures, making it ~ 
the largest collection in the world. 5403 .; 
Elmer Dr., Toledo, 419/245-1356. www. ~ 

lithophanemuseum.org. Sat. &Sun. 1-4 ~ 
p.m. Admission free. f 

Prepare to relax at the last stop on ~ 

this tour: Maumee Bay State Park. Situ- 3 
ated along the shores of Lake Erie, this ~ 

park is a great outdoor destination. ~ 

with plenty of boating, swimming. ~ 
golfing and hiking. The Trautman c 
Nature Center is equipped with view- S 
ing windows and interactive displays. ~ 
Learn about the history of the area, 8 

Ofuomag.com 
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