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historic towns along the Maumee 
River. Venture into the area's diverse 
museums, and wander through its 

MAUMEE VALLEY 
HERITAGE CORRIDOR 

ers and a wealthy citizen of that era. 
Furnished with pieces from the Bacon 
family, the Greek Revival-style structure 
is representative of 19th-century life in 
the area. 51211 N. Ridge Rd., Vermilion, 
440/967-7310. Wed.-Sun. 10 a.m·-4:30 
p.m. Admission free. 

Complete this tour at The Edison 
Birthplace Museum. Most famous for in­
venting the light bulb and phonograph, 
Thomas Edison held more than 1,000 
patents. The Edison family moved to 
Milan in the 1840S, and Edison was born 
in 1847. One-hour, gUided tours discuss 
the inventor and his inventions. 9 N. 
Edison Dr., Milan, 419/499-2135. www. 
tomedison.org. One-hour, guided tours 
Tues.-Sat. 10 a.m.-S p.m., Sun. 1-5 p.m. 
Admission $6, seniors $5, children $3· 

The northwestern corner of the state is 
another great travel destination, with 
its open expanses of land and small, 

(the Wright Brothers' sister), Sally Ride 
(first American woman to fly in space) 
and Amelia Earhart (American aviator). 
1501 N. Marginal Rd., Cleveland, 216/623­
1111. Call for hours. Admission free. 

Just down the street is the USS Cod, 
the only publicly accessible submarine 
that has not been altered for visitors. 
This 312-foot Gato class submarine 
served seven successful war patrols 
until it was brought to Cleveland as a 
naval reserve training vessel in 1959. In 
1976, a local organization gained owner­
ship of the submarine and opened it 
as a tourist attraction. North Marginal 
Dr., Cleveland, 216/566-8770. www.uss 
cod.mg. Open May 1-Sept. 30, daily 10 
a.m.-S p.m. Admission $6, seniors $5, 
students $3, children 3 and under free. 

Travel west to Bay Village and the 
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center. This 
amazing nonprofit center believes in 
experiential learning, one that allows 
visitors to touch many of the animals. 
There are more than 100 creatures on 
site, including two red foxes, a bald 
eagle and several turtles. Many are for­
mer rehab patients of the center. 28728 
Wolf Rd., Bay Village, 440/871-2900. Daily 
10 a.m.-S p.m. Admission free; dona­
tions encouraged. 

Farther west in Vermilion is the 
Bacon House Museum & Carriage Barn at 
Mill Hollow. The house, built in 1845, 
once belonged to Benjamin Bacon, one 
of the first Lorain County comrnission-
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The shores of Lake Erie brim with tales 
of yesteryear. Celebrating the maritime 
heritage and natural landscape that 
make this area unique, the Lake Erie 
Coastal tour also travels inland a 
ways, for a peek at other historical 
destinations. 

Begin your exploration at some of 
the most spectacular lakefront prop­
erty in the state - Headlands Dunes 

n State Nature Preserve. This is not a sun­
o 
~ bathing beach. Instead, it is one of the 
~ few stretches of untamed beachfront 
~ 
~ available to the public. The 2s-acre pre­
:t serve is a natural shoreline with sandy
i beach, sand dunes, oak forests and 
~ marshlands. Northern edge of St. Rte. 
~ 44, Painesville Township, 440/632-3010. 
"'" ~ Dawn to dusk. 
8 After leaving the serenity of Head-
c 
z lands, navigate your way westward into 
~ Cleveland. The International Women's Air 
~ &SpaceMuseum, housed in the west hall­
R way of Burke Lakefront Airport, features 
~ 
V) displays on pioneers such as Madame 
o 
~ Blanchard (Napoleon's Chief Air Min­
~ ister of Ballooning), Katharine Wright 
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breathtaking parks and preserves. 
The Nettle Lake Indian Mounds are 

located in Williams County in the far 
northwest corner of the state, bordering 
Michigan and Indiana. These Hopewell 
Indian mounds are from 1 to 3 feet high 
and 18 to 30 feet in diameter. Nettle 
Lake is a 15.000-year-old natural inland 
lake, and the mounds are listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places. 
One mile from the Nettle Lake boat ac­
cess, Montpelier, 419/485-8200. 

Travel southeast to the historic town 
of Defiance. Wall< the same grounds 
where Native Americans once hunted, 
and enjoy the beautiful view at the 
confluence of the Maumee, Tiffin and 

Auglaize Rivers. Then, spend some time 
at Fort Defiance and nearby Auglaize 
Village. 419/782-7946. 

The next stop is the American Civil 
War Museum of Ohio in Bowling Green. 
Visitors can tryon reproduction cloth­
ing, learn about the daily lives of Civil 
War soldiers and watch a video about 
Ohio's role in the Civil War. Kids es­
pecially love the 4-by-8-foot diorama. 
The museum also features exhibits on 
prisoner-of-war camps in Ohio. 123 E. 
Court St., Bowling Green, 419/352-0209. 

www.acwmo.org.Tues.• Thur.&Fri.11 
a.m.-5 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sun. 
12-4 p.m. Admission $5, seniors $4, stu­
dents $2·50, families $13. 

Return to the banks of the Maumee 
River and the town of Waterville, home 
to the Toledo, Lake Erie & Western Railway 
& Museum. Board the Bluebird passen­
ger train for a Is-mile, 9o-minute tour 

AS YE. 
Maumee Bay State Park 
LEFT: 
Blair Museum of Lithophanes 
OPPO~ 

Belle of St. Marys canal boat 

through the countryside. After the 
train ride, get an up-close look at 
the museum's four locomotives, 
cabooses, tank cars. hopper car 
and sleeper. 49 North Sixth St.. 
Waterville, 866/63-TRAIN. www. 
tlew.org. Wed. &Thur. 10:30 a.m., 
noon & 1:30 p.m. June-Aug.; Sat. 
&Sun. 1, 2:30 &4 p.m. year-round. 

Admission $11. seniors $10, children 
(3-12) $7.50, under 3 free. 

Head north into Toledo to see the >. 

only museum in the world devoted £ 
to the 19th-century art form known as t 
lithophanes. The Blair Museum ofLitho- ~ 
phanes, located at the Toledo Botanical ~ 

•Garden. boasts more than 2.300 ofthese ~ 

delicate porcelain pictures, making it ~ 
the largest collection in the world. 5403 .; 
Elmer Dr., Toledo, 419/245-1356. www. ~ 

lithophanemuseum.org. Sat. &Sun. 1-4 ~ 
p.m. Admission free. f 

Prepare to relax at the last stop on ~ 

this tour: Maumee Bay State Park. Situ- 3 
ated along the shores of Lake Erie, this ~ 

park is a great outdoor destination. ~ 

with plenty of boating, swimming. ~ 
golfing and hiking. The Trautman c 
Nature Center is equipped with view- S 
ing windows and interactive displays. ~ 
Learn about the history of the area, 8 
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a time when a much bigger Lake Erie 
stretched from western New York to 
Fort Wayne, Indiana. 1400 State Park 
Rd., Oregon, 419/836-7758. 

MIAMI 8 ERIE 
CAI"JAL CORRI DOR 
There was a time when canals were 
the primary means of transportation 
in the state. This driving tour is an 
opportunity to explore that historic 
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~ form of transportation - and the 
~ communities that emerged along it. 
</> 

,., So, walk the towpath. Visit the public
:;:
 
:l> squares. In the process, you'll develop a
 
~ 
:l> greater understanding of what life was 
~ like during the Canal Era. 
Q Begin this tour in downtown Van 
~ Wert, the location of one of the most 
OJ 

~ interesting architectural structures 
o 
~ in the area - the Van Wert County 
~ Courthouse. The actual building hasn't 
~ changed much since it was built at 
iri a cost of $110,174 in 1876, and today 

oftio magazine 

It IS listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places. Interestingly, the 
pressed brick used to construct the 
building was made at a local mill. 
The clock's bell weighs 2,000 pounds, 
and its clapper weighs 430 pounds. 
121 East Main St., Van Wert, 419/238-6159. 
Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; call ahead 
for a gUided tour. Admission free. 

Next, the town of Lima is home to 
the MacDonell House Victorian Mansion. 
Part of the Allen County Museum 
Complex, this 1890S mansion boasts 
more than 15 rooms, with decor that 
is reminiscent of the great wealth 
Allen County experienced during the 
oil boom era. See intricately carved 
woodwork, a two-story stained-glass 
window, a grand staircase and more. 
632 W. Market St., Linla, 419/222-9426. 
Tues.-Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sun. 1-5 p.m. 
Admission free. 

Also in Lima, the Lincoln Park Railway 
Exhibit features a Nickel Plate 779, the 
last steam engine ever built at the Lima 
Locomotive Works. Visitors can also see 
a luxurious private car, built in 1883, a 
Nickel Plate caboose built in 1882 and 
an 1895 country station from the DT&I 
Railroad. Corner of Elm and Shawnee 
Streets, Lima, 419/221-5195. Call ahead 
for an appointment. Admission free. 

Head southwest to St. Marys for 
a lesson in canal-era history. Take a 
walking tour that includes Memorial 
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