
Fort Washington was built in 1789 
near modern-day Cincinnati as a 
fortification against the Indians. It 
wasn't until 1802 that the area was 
secure for a settlement. 

more than 8,000 steamboats docked 
there. In 1860, it ranked third as a lead­
ing industrial center in the country. As 
tensions with the South increased dur- ! 

ing this time, Cincinnati became a major 
stop on the Underground Railroad, a 
secret network that helped fugitive 
slaves-and several Cincinnati residents 
played a role in the abolitionist cause. 

After the Civil War, Cincinnati pros­
pered and grew. A suspension bridge 
connected Ohio and Kentucky in 1867, 
and the city built its own railroad line 
in the I870s. A political dynasty was 
established when Cincinnatian William 
Howard Taft was elected president of . 
the United States. Taft's son, Robert 
A. Taft, was elected to three Senate 
terms, and his grandson, Robert Taft 
Jr., was elected to the U.S. House of 
Representatives. Cincinnati experi­
enced some major rejuvenation in the 
I920s-at least until the flood of 1937, 
which resulted in the building of protec­
tive flood walls. 

Today, Cincinnati is the second­
largest city in Ohio and the 24th larg­
est region in the country, and the hills 
that once daunted early settlers are now 
home to many. I t may have been more 
than 200 years ago tl1at the early settlers 
arrived on their flatboats and settled 
along the banks of the Ohio River, but 
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Cincinnati stili has much to of[er-mal<­
ing its future brighter than ever. 

THE NEW CINCINNATI 
Cincinnati has seen many posi­

tive changes to its landscape in the last 
decade. Paul Brown Stadium, home 
to the Cincinnati Bengals, opened in 
2000, and the Great American Ball 
Park opened its doors to the Cincinnati 
Reds in 2003 The Cincinnati Reds, 
three-time winners of the World 
Series. are America's oldest existing 
professional baseball team. Tours of 
the Great American Ball Park are avail­
able year-round, and tickets include 
admission to the Cincinnati Reds Hall 
of Fame and Museum, which is jam­
packed with Reds' memorabilia from 
baseball legends like Johnny Bench and 
Pete Rose. 

In 2004, the Rosenthal Center for 
Contemporary Art, a pioneer in the 
art world, welcomed visitors to its new 
location. Not to be overlooked, the 
Zagat Survey rated bom the Cincinnati 
Zoo and Botanical Gardens and the 
Newport Aquarium in the nation's top 
25 attractions. 

Another recent addition is the 
National Underground Railroad 
Freedom Center, a museum that 
emphasizes the importance of the past 

and present struggle for freedom around 
the world. The center is both sobering 
and uplifting, located appropriately in 
the city that served as a major hub of 
activity on the Underground Railroad. 

COMMEMORATING HISTORY 
Capture history at several Cincinnati 

venues, including the Museum of 
Natural History and Science and the 
Cincinnati History Museum, both 
located at Union Terminal. Originally 
built in 1933 as a train station, 
Cincinnati's JO-story U nion Terminal 
is an attraction in its own right. 

Cincinnati native William Howard 
Taft has been the only person to serve 
as both president and chief justice of 
the United States. His restored birth­
place home, located at the William 
Howard Taft National Historic Site, 
includes exhibits that highlight his life 
and career. 

Another Cincinnati citizen, Harriet 
Beecher Stowe, is the author of Uncle 
Tom's Cabin. The Harriet Beecher Stowe 
House takes a look at her family and 
friends and the abolitionist, women's 
rights and Underground Railroad move­
ments in which mey participated. 
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