
Columbus. The theme of the conference, "Innovation 
through Collaboration: Building a Community Response to 
Family Violence," focuses on collaborative community re­
sponses and emerging issues. "It's on topic nationally as more 

and more best practice models are collaborative service mod­
els where all the different pieces and parts are talking to each 

other to build better systems," says Dr. David Hayes, chair 
of the Coalition's National Conference Committee. Keep­

ing this in mind, people from all over the country will gather 
at the Hilton Columbus at Easton for three days from April 
29 to May 1, 2009. With attendance capped at 500, spaces 

are expected to fill up quickly. 

Bringing participants together from across five different pro­
fessional sectors, as well as from around the nation, "Innovation 

Through Collaboration: Building a Community Response to 
Family Violence" strives through both its structure and its con­

tent to realize the vision embodied by its title. The conference 
will be structured in the same way as the Coalition itself, with a 
programming track for each of the five task force areas: Business, 
Health Care, Legal, Victim Services and Faith. Each track will 
target one of these professional areas, but cross-registration will 

make it possible for individuals to attend sessions in other areas 
if they wish, providing them with a chance to learn what other 

participants are doing. Attendees can choose from a list of over 

55 workshops and master classes, in addition to plenary sessions 
and keynote addresses. "The goal is to bring people together so 

it is a networking experience as well," says Karen S. Days, pres­
ident of the Coalition. "It will be an opportunity to talk and 
mingle as well as learn." 

Who will attend the conference? Basically, 
any individual who cares about the issue and 

wants to learn how he or she can be involved 

is welcome. "We need to get everybody from every sector in­
volved to make change happen," says Days. "After we get this 
broad audience together, we can begin to determine how we 
can take coordinated community responses to the next leveL" 

By bringing together a diverse group of individuals who are all 
focused on a common goal, the question can become not only, 
how do you address it best in your particular sector of the 

community, but also how can you work effectively with other 
elements of the community to create a holistic response? 

For the business track, the conference is expected to at­
tract business profeSSionals ranging from human resource and 
security managers to CEOs. In the legal track, prosecutors, 
judges, defense attorneys, corrections officers and law en­
forcement professionals are expected to attend. And when it 
comes to the victim services track, anyone involved in pro­
viding or improving services for victims will be included. Be­

yond that, the health care field should bring nurses, physicians 

and emergency service providers to the table, while the faith 
community will attract official faith leaders, as well as con­
cerned members of faith communities who are troubled about 
the issue and how it affects their community. 

"The concept of collaborative responses is becoming 
widely accepted," says Days. "But we know of no other con­ 31 
ference out there that brings together professionals from across 
the entire spectrum of community involvement." This spring, 

when the Coalition Against Family Violence hosts 500 indi­
viduals from around the country - all with a common goal­

the results should be nothing short of phenomenal. The 
Columbus Coalition Against Family Violence is already 
unique in that it is doing advocacy across the board. Now, the 

Coalition, which is already reaching out to various groups in 
the community, will offer this model to others - continuing 

to make an impact in central Ohio - and now beyond. ~ 
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